
Production Guide 1

2020

Production 
Guide



Film Bay of Plenty 4

Contents 2

Our Weather 70

Our Regions 14

General Guidelines 20

Regional Summary 35

Useful Info 66

Useful Websites 68

Preferred Suppliers 58

Future Studios 56

2
Orakei Korako 
Thermal Park



3
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Film
Bay of Plenty  
is the new 
frontier  
of film making  
in Aotearoa
New Zealand
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The Bay of Plenty region is the new frontier 
of screen media production in New Zealand, 
which is also known as Aotearoa. Alongside 
the talented creatives and crew, there is 
growing infrastructure and unrivalled set 
diversity within short travel times. Your 
production in the Bay can access snow-
capped mountains, beautiful beaches, 
thermal wonderlands, towering redwoods or 
prehistoric native forests, as well as bustling 
cosmopolitan cities and small rural towns 
filled with Māori culture.

Our attractive climate features some of the 
highest sunshine hours in New Zealand.  
Easily accessible from other New Zealand 
centres, especially Auckland, the region is 
well-serviced by road and air transport with 
strong cellphone and data networks.

Film Bay of Plenty is the regional film office 
representing the Bay of Plenty which includes 
Tauranga, Rotorua, Taupō, Western Bay of 
Plenty, Whakatāne, Kawerau and Ōpōtiki. 
We are here to enable your production to 
make the most out of all that is on offer. 
With extensive knowledge in all areas of 
film production, Film Bay of Plenty can 
provide assistance with location scouting and 
facilitation, film permitting, crew and service 
provision, advocacy and liaison with local 
government and communities. Our team 
brings 20+ years of onset experience from 
productions like Narnia and The Hobbit, so 
can understand and help facilitate both your 
creative and logistical needs.

Anton Steel  
Film Bay of Plenty 

Ph: +64 27 437 6377 
anton@filmbayofplenty.com

www.filmbayofplenty.com
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From deep forests

to urban jungles.
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From geothermal pools

to white-capped peaks.
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From industrial environs

to tranquil seascapes.
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From vast coastlines

to Māori culture.
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Credit:  
Tamaki Māori Village
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Our 
Regions

Local government 
authorities, called councils, 
are often the first point of 
contact for obtaining film 
permits and advice. 

The Bay of Plenty consists 
of seven district and city 
councils, as well as the  
Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council and the Department 
of Conservation (DOC). 

It’s important that you liaise 
with the correct authority  
to obtain permission to 
film on land, rail or roads 
managed by councils, DOC 
or local iwi (local indigenous 
Māori  tribes).

Rotorua Lakes Council, 1061 Haupapa St, Rotorua 
Phone +64 7 351 7684  
Email: Simon.Alefosio-Tuck@rotorualc.nz 

Tauranga City Council, 91 Willow St, Tauranga 
Phone +64 7 577 7000 
Email: eventbookings@tauranga.govt.nz   

Western Bay of Plenty District Council, 1484 Cameron Rd, Tauranga 
Phone +64 7 571 8008 
Email: reservebooking@westernbay.govt.nz 

Whakatāne District Council, 14 Commerce St, Whakatāne 
Phone +64 7 306 0500 
Email: Nicola.Burgess@Whakatāne.govt.nz 

Kawerau District Council, Ranfurly Ct, Kawerau 3127  
Phone +64 7 306 9009 
Email: Lee.Barton@kaweraudc.govt.nz 

Ōpōtiki District Council, 108 St John St, Ōpōtiki 
Phone +64 7 315 3030  
Email: GerardM@odc.govt.nz 

Taupō District Council, The Hub, Level 1, 32 Roberts Street, Taupō 
Phone: +64 7 376 0899 
Email: kylie@greatlakeTaupō.biz 

Bay of Plenty Regional Council, PO Box 364, Whakatāne 3158 
Phone +64 7 922 3390 
Email: infor@boprc.govt.nz 

Department of Conservation (DOC) 
See the four main offices on page 26         
Email: permissions@doc.govt.nz 

The region’s four main urban 
centres are Tauranga, Rotorua, 
Whakatāne & Taupō  which form a 
triangle, with Rotorua at the centre.
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Western  
Bay of Plenty

Tauranga

Rotorua  
Lakes

Taupō

Eastern  
Bay of Plenty
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Tauranga 
Tauranga is the largest 
population centre in the Bay 
of Plenty (130,000 + people) 
and is home to NZ’s largest 
international shipping port. 
At the beautiful harbour 
entrance stands Mauao - an 
extinct volcano. Nearby, a 
white sandy beach stretches 
from the coastal town 
of Mount Maunganui to 
Pāpāmoa and beyond. 

(Note: Although located in 
the Western Bay of Plenty, 
Tauranga and Mount 
Maunganui are administered 
by the Tauranga City Council 
district, whereas Te Puke, 
Katikati and Waihi Beach are 
administered by the Western 
Bay of Plenty District Council)

Western  
Bay of Plenty

Papamoa Hills 
Regional Park
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Rotorua 
Situated inland, Rotorua 
is a Māori  cultural and 
tourism hub, with many 
freshwater lakes; native, 
redwood and pine forests; 
and geothermal attractions. 
Without a Paddle, Petes 
Dragon and Lost World 
were all filmed in the region.

Central  
Bay of Plenty

Taupō
South of Rotorua, the town 
of Taupō is at the centre of 
the North Island next to the 
largest lake in NZ, Lake Taupō 
and features geothermal 
areas, the Huka Falls, and 
dominant mountains such 
as Mount Ngāuruhoe which 
was featured as the ominous 
‘Mount Doom’ in Peter 
Jackson’s ‘The Lord of the 
Rings’ Trilogy. 

Mount 
Ngāuruhoe

Redwoods 
Treewalk, 
Rotorua
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Whakatāne 
A coastal town with beautiful 
beaches, Whakatāne is close 
to large areas of native forest 
and is a gateway to the Eastern 
Bay of Plenty. Close to the 
township, Otarawairere Bay 
was featured in ‘The Seekers’ 
the first Hollywood production 
to shoot in New Zealand.

Eastern  
Bay of Plenty

Otarawairere Bay 
Whakatāne
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Ōpōtiki 
The untouched coasts, 
forests, and rivers 
surrounding this area 
are rich in historical and 
cultural significance.  
This is the gateway to the 
East Cape where Taika 
Waititi’s ‘Boy’ was filmed.

Kawerau 
Surrounded by a pine forest 
with a large mill to process 
it and geothermal power 
stations billowing steam 
into the sky, this town sits in 
the Tarawera Valley at the 
foot of the dramatic  
Mount Putauaki, also known 
as Mount Edgecumbe.

Downtown 
Ōpōtiki

Tasman Mill
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General 
Guidelines  
for filming  
in the  
Bay of Plenty

20
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State highways 
and public 
roads 
Any activity that inhibits 
the regular flow of traffic 
or involves filming on the 
street or a road reserve 
requires a temporary traffic 
management plan (TTMP). 
This is drawn up by a 
contracted registered traffic 
management company 
then submitted to the local 
council’s traffic management 
team for review.

Road closures
If your production requires 
a road closure it must be 
publicly notified with an 
advertisement in the local 
paper. Your application must 
also be submitted to the 
local council at least four 
weeks prior to the event 
taking place. A traffic plan 
must also be submitted, and 
a week must be allowed for 

public mitigation. It is worth 
noting that TECT All Terrain 
Park has two-lane sealed 
roads and a relatively simple 
permitting process. For 
further information about this 
great filming resource please 
contact Film Bay of Plenty. 

Public  
location
A public space is any road, 
footpath, town square, plaza, 
park, reserve or beach that is 
not privately owned. Filming 
in public open spaces is 
non-exclusive, meaning 
that public access cannot 
be impeded. Filming must 
comply with council and city 
bylaws at all times.

Depending on the scale 
of your project, filming 
in a city or town’s public 
open spaces might require 
prior council approval. This 
applies for general as well 
as commercial filming. The 
time required to obtain 

a filming or photography 
permit may range from one 
to four weeks and will require 
the production company 
or individual to hold Public 
Liability insurance. 

Private 
location - 
Residential  
or Business
If you plan to film at a private 
residence or business, the 
film organiser must inform 
residents and businesses 
in the area affected by the 
activity at least 48 hours 
prior to the activity. Such 
information shall include at 
least a flyer delivered to each 
house or business in the 
affected area. In some areas 
wider consultation with local 
community and iwi is also 
advised. A draft of this flyer 
will need be provided to the 
local council for approval 
prior to its distribution.

To film on private land, you 
must obtain permission from 
whoever owns, occupies, or 
is in charge of the land that 
you are wanting to film on.
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No matter what the fire 
season is, you still need to 
comply with any council 
bylaws and regional council 
requirements relating 
to smoke nuisance and 
discharges to the air, even if 
you have been issued with 
a fire permit from Fire and 
Emergency. Please check 
with the appropriate council 
for the location you are 
filming in.

Special  
effects like 
SFX, stunts
Screen production companies 
intending to use special 
effects, including weather 
effects and any type of 
pyrotechnic, or firearms; or 
seeking to perform stunts 
involving vehicles; will be 
subject to additional levels of 
scrutiny by the council which 
has the potential to impact 
on timeframes. In some 
instances, further consultation 
with the fire service and 
police will be required, as 

Parking 
permits 
The film organiser must 
obtain any necessary parking 
permits prior to the activity. 
In addition, the film organiser 
must consult with the local 
council prior to the activity, 
in relation to any parking 
restrictions or parking 
controls for the activity.  

Permits for 
fires, stunts, 
weapons  
and SFX
When naked flames are 
used for filming, a fire permit 
is required. This includes 
outdoor fires in public places, 
such as roads, streets, 
footpaths, alleys, pedestrian 
malls, cycle and walking 
tracks, reserves, and parks.. 

Fire and Emergency 
New Zealand (FENZ) is 
responsible for declaring  
fire seasons and fire bans, 
and issuing fire permits in  
all urban and rural locations 
in New Zealand.  
www.fireandemergency.nz 

Please note: It may take up to two 
weeks to obtain a fire permit.

well as a site specific health 
and safety plan.

Use of firearms 
or police 
uniforms on set 
It is necessary that you 
obtain the right film permits 
if you are planning to use 
firearms or Police uniforms 
and inform Police prior to 
filming. Failure to do this 
may result in your personal 
injury, your production being 
shut down and/or possible 
prosecution. 

Please note: there is a huge 
difference between prop weapons 
and real weapons. 

If you are using prop 
weapons you need to 
inform the police but do 
not need a gun licence. It is 
recommended that you have 
an armourer with the right 
licences present in case of 
any issues. If you are using 
real weapons you will need 
to inform the police and 
ensure you have an armourer 
present. Different weapons 
require different licences 
so please check with the 
armourer on what is needed.



Production Guide 23

Noise
Your production can be 
shut down due to excessive 
noise in residential and 
central city areas. Take into 
consideration the  use of 
smaller generators,  keeping 
crew numbers down  and 
using RT’s to communicate 
on set. It is essential that you 
notify nearby residents in the 
area of the activity. The local 
council will be able to advise 
you on this.

Health  
and Safety
Health and safety in  
New Zealand workplaces 
is regulated by the Health 
& Safety at Work Act 2015, 
which promotes health and 
safety management and 
focuses on the prevention of 
harm to employees. 

The Act applies to all screen 
production activity, including 
international productions 
while they are working in 
New Zealand. ScreenSafe 
was established to promote 
Health and Safety in the New 
Zealand Screen Sector. 

If you have any questions head to 
their website: www.screensafe.co.nz 

Animals
Production companies 
wishing to film animals in 
public places need to be 
aware of relevant council 
bylaws across the region. 
For example, filming a dog 
off leash in some areas will 
require an application for 
dispensation. Please contact 
the local council or Film Bay 
of Plenty for advice.

Parks and 
reserves that 
have natural 
or cultural 
significance
Parks, reserves or open 
space with natural, cultural 
or heritage sites are likely to 
have specific restrictions on 
their use that may impact 
on time frames and costs. 
These will be pointed out at 
the time of initial inquiry, and 

assistance will be given to 
mitigate effects or locate an 
alternative site if necessary.

Resource 
consent
If you want to use the land in 
a way that does not comply 
with council regulations, 
you need to get a resource 
consent. A resource consent 
is usually processed within 
20 working days of the 
application being lodged 
with the relevant council. 
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Insurance 
Filming in public places 
requires Public Liability 
insurance. Under common 
law, it is the obligation of 
every individual or company 
to carry out their business 
activities without causing 
injury to other persons or 
damage to property owned 
by others. 

For the duration of 
the filming period, the 
production company must 
maintain adequate Public 
Liability insurance cover 
with a reputable insurer, 
with a minimum policy limit 
of one million dollars. The 
council must be provided 
with proof of such public 
liability cover including 
details of the insurer, any 
relevant exclusions and the 
amount of cover prior to 
the commencement of the 
filming activity.

Public liability 
coverage for 
contractors 
For tax and Accident 
Compensation Corporation 
(ACC) reasons, most  
New Zealand cast and crew 
prefer to work as contractors, 
rather than production 
company employees. 

It’s important to ensure 
contractors working on a 
production have their own 
Public Liability cover, as 
Public Liability policies, 
unless endorsed, only 
cover the company and its 
employees.

Personal 
accident 
insurance 
New Zealand has unique 
personal accident insurance 
based on a no-fault 
compensation scheme. 

While you’re in New Zealand, 
this scheme provides 
automatic accident insurance 
cover that replaces your 
ability to sue for damages 
due to accident.

Worker 
compensation 
insurance 
The ACC provides 
comprehensive, no-fault 
personal injury cover for all 
New Zealand residents and 
visitors to New Zealand.  
Find out more about 
what ACC covers for your 
production or talk to Film 
Bay of Plenty about policy 
options.  

www.acc.co.nz 

Statutory 
liability 
insurance 
Statutory liability insurance 
in New Zealand generally 
covers the cost of defence 
for fines and penalties, and in 
some limited circumstances 
may cover the fines and 
penalties themselves. Your 
local line producer can 
advise whether you’ll need to 
adapt your health and safety 
practices for New Zealand 
regulations.

Māori cultural 
dance at Te Puia
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General 
filming on 
Department of 
Conservation 
(DOC) land 
To film anything for 
commercial purposes on 
public conservation land, you 
must obtain a concession 
from the Department of 
Conservation. This includes 
activities such as making 
a documentary, movie or 
advertisement.  (www.doc.
govt.nz/get-involved/apply-
for-permits/business-or-
activity/filming) 

The film crew, preferably the 
location manager, should 
make contact with local DOC 
staff as early as possible 

in the production planning 
stages and start the process 
of applying for a concession. 
Depending on what you plan 
to do, when and how you 
want to do it, you will either 
need a one-off concession or 
a longer-term concession. 

Applying for a concession 
for the first time can be a 
little tricky. To ensure your 
application goes smoothly 
DOC offers a free pre-
application meeting. DOC 
will also help you contact the 
local iwi to assess whether 
your proposed activity will 
have any cultural effects.

(www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/
apply-for-permits/managing-
your-concession/pre-application-
meeting and www.doc.govt.nz/
get-involved/apply-for-permits/
iwi-consultation )

Film crews should provide 
DOC with sufficient time to 
respond properly to requests 
for filming permits. For small 
low-impact crews a couple 
of weeks will be sufficient, 
for larger crews at least four 
weeks, and possibly a couple 
of months, will be required. 
Extra time will also be 
required for shoots that are 
spread across a number of 
DOC area offices. There will 
also be costs associated with 
the application.

Get more info here: 
www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/
apply-for-permits/business-or-
activity/filming/

Whakarewarewa 
Forest
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Department of 
Conservation 
(DOC) Offices
Rotorua DOC Office: 
99 Sala Street Rotorua 3010  
Phone:  +64 7 349 7400  
Email:  rotorua@doc.govt.nz 

Whakatāne DOC Office: 
1/100 Valley Road  Whakatāne  
Phone:  +64 7 307 2770   
Email:  Ōpōtiki@doc.govt.nz 

Tauranga DOC Office: 
253 Chadwick Road West   
Greerton West Tauranga 3112  
Phone:  +64 7 578 7677  
Email:  taurangainfo@doc.govt.nz 

Taupō DOC Office: 
37 Motutaiko Street Taupō 3330  
Phone:  +64 7 376 0072  
Email:  Taupō@doc.govt.nz

Department of 
Conservation 
(DOC) Drone 
Guidelines
To use a drone on public 
conservation land for any 
reason, you need to obtain 
a concession from DOC. Get 
more information here:

www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/
apply-for-permits/drone-use-on-
conservation-land 

 
Council Drone 
Guidelines
Each council has rules 
around requirements for 
using drones in their city, 
district or region. Some 
councils give blanket 
consent without need for 
application, although some 
conditions may apply. Others 
require you to apply for 
consent first. 

Here are the links to the 
relevant council and  
DOC pages for drone use:

Rotorua

www.rotorualakescouncil.nz/
our-city/Parksandreserves/drone/
Pages/default.aspx

Taupō

www.Taupōdc.govt.nz/rules-
regulations-and-licenses/drones

Tauranga 

www.tauranga.govt.nz/exploring/
parks-and-reserves/using-our-
parks/flying-drones-or-uavs

Western Bay of Plenty

www.westernbay.govt.nz/
recreation/drones 

Whakatāne

www.Whakatāne.govt.nz/residents/
flying-drones-district 

Ōpōtiki

www.odc.govt.nz/our-district/
parks-and-reserves/Pages/Ōpōtiki-
Aerodrome.aspx

Kawerau

www.kaweraudc.govt.nz/residents/
flying-drones-district
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Environmental sustainability 
is very important and should 
be incorporated into your film 
production. We encourage 
all visiting film companies to 
appropriately manage their 
waste; reducing, reusing and 
recycling waste wherever 
possible.

Please ensure all your cast 
and crew are aware of 
your waste minimisation 
processes within your film 
production.

To protect our local 
environment it is 
necessary to minimise the 
environmental impacts 
of filming operations and 
preserve local biodiversity. 
Please leave each site in it’s 
original or better condition. 
The removal of any rubbish 
or props should be done 
immediately after filming has 
concluded. 

All filming activities should 
provide the necessary waste 
facilities for separation of 
waste streams (organic, 
recyclables, landfill and 
paper/card); with clear 
and appropriate signage. 
Please try and use local 
relevant waste removal 
service providers to ensure 
maximum diversion of waste 
from landfill. 

Where electrical or 
hazardous materials are 
used, these items are to 
be disposed of responsibly 
through facilities that 
divert waste streams from 
landfill. To minimize waste 
accumulation, consider the 
productions procurement, 
for example, avoiding single 
serve items when catering, 
such as plates and cutlery. 

Consider how crew and 
cast travel to and from the 

film location and whether 
public transport or buses 
and shuttles can be utilised. 
Look for opportunities to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by effective fleet 
management and energy 
efficient electrical equipment.

Reduce the amount of waste 
created by filming by making 
decisions about set design, 
wardrobe and makeup that 
incorporates a sustainable 
approach. Prevent 
unnecessary water usage 
and minimise noise and air 
pollution. Substitute things 
like plastic drink bottles with 
reusable ones.

www.wasteminz.org.nz/about

Greening 
the screen
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Questionnaire:
For filming in any of the 
districts, a good start to 
your waste minimisation is 
to complete the Tauranga 
City Council questionnaire 
which will help you establish 
a plan to reduce, reuse and 
minimise your waste.

www.tauranga.govt.nz/Portals/ 
0/data/community/events/files/
waste_minimisation_planning_ 
guide.pdf

The questionnaire assists  
film productions to identify:

•  Types of waste that will be 
generated while filming 

•  How waste can be 
reduced, reused, recycled 
or composted

•  The service providers that 
will be used to provide and 
service bins

•  Existing facilities on site, 
proposed bin systems and 
how they will be managed. 

•  Details about removing 
waste from the film location 
and surrounding areas 
after your film crew have 
finished.

If you are filming in Tauranga, 
after submitting your waste  
minimisation questionnaire,  
you will be advised whether  
any further information is 
required to ensure that your 
production is doing all that 
it can to minimise and divert 
waste from landfill.

If you’re filming in the Eastern 
Bay of Plenty (Whakatāne, 
Ōpōtiki and Kawerau 
districts), check out the  
‘Zero Waste in the Bay of 
Plenty’ guide:

www.therubbishtrip.co.nz/regional-
shopping-guide/zero-waste-in-
eastern-bay-of-plenty-Ōpōtiki-
Whakatāne-and-kawerau-districts 

Preferred suppliers of waste 
management can be found in 
our directory on page 63.
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Going 
the extra 
mile

To move this from being 
a sustainable industry to 
becoming a regenerative 
one, it is important that local 
residents, communities, 
iwi and businesses have a 
positive experience from 
your filming. 

Ideas for how screen 
production companies could 
‘give back’ to communities 
they are filming in are:

•  Communities often like 
to see their local area 
represented on film. If the 
film project is something 
that will be screened 
in New Zealand, inform 
local residents, iwi and 
businesses of this and 
consider ways of letting 
people know when and 
where it will be screening. 
Alternatively, send them 
a copy of the finished 
product. 

•  Acknowledge local 
communities and 
organisations in the credits.

•  Donate to local schools or 
community organisations.

•  Carry out promotional 
filming for affected areas, 
such as conservation or 
heritage areas.

•  Consider how local iwi can 
benefit and be recognised, 
such as opportunities to 
refer to the history of an 
area, provide employment, 
use correct Māori  names 
for sites and acknowledge 
these in the credits.

•  Invite locals to work as 
extras.

•  Consider the possibility 
of work experience 
opportunities, particularly 
for youth.
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Māori are key  
partners, 
content creators, 
stakeholders 
and members  
of our 
community
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The Bay of Plenty has the 
largest number of Māori  
tribal groups, known as iwi, 
within any region in  
New Zealand and also has 
New Zealand’s second 
largest Māori  population. 

There are 35 iwi groups 
(iwi authorities and/or iwi 
rūnanga), 160 hāpu and 224 
marae. 

Alongside some fantastic 
filming locations on iwi land 
we also have some highly 
talented Māori  creatives 
in the region. If you have a 
Māori  aspect to your story 
we highly recommend that 
you partner with our local 
Māori  creatives as cultural 
advisors. 

Film Bay of Plenty is happy to 
facilitate connections for you 
with our highly experienced 
local Māori  film makers.

Key considerations for  
filmmakers in relation  to 
sites that are significant to 
Maori  include, but are not  
necessarily limited to:

•  The use of indigenous 
knowledge and any 
reference to iwi

•  Misuse or misappropriation 
of iwi history, stories or 
legends

•  Use (on-screen) of 
culturally significant 
sites including maunga 
(mountains) and marae 
(communal meeting house).

•  There are areas that are of 
significant cultural value 
to the local iwi of the Bay 
of Plenty. Filming and 
photography requests and 
associated activities must 
respect, recognise and not 
adversely affect the cultural 
value or integrity of the 
local iwi.

Film Bay of Plenty is happy to 
help with further connections 
to local iwi to ensure proper 
protocols and consultation 
takes place.

Waihi to Matatā, includes Tauranga  

Buddy Mikaere, phone 021 384 620 
email buddy@buddymikaere.com

Dean Flavell - Mt Maunganui/Mauao, 
phone 0212771606 
email dean.flavell@tauranga.govt.nz 

Rotorua 

There are 23 iwi and hapu in the Rotorua 
lakes district. 

First port of call contact  
Piripi Curtis: Hikoi NZ Ltd, 70 Tallyho St, 
Mangakakahi, Rotorua 3010,  
phone 021745426,  
email piripi@hikoinz.co.nz

Anything involving the  
Rotorua lakes contact Deliah Balle at  
Te Arawa Lakes Trust, phone 07 346 1761

Anything involving Rotorua Lakes Council 
contact Simon Alefosio Tuck at  
Rotorua Lakes Council, phone 0276217510,  
email Simon.Alefosio-Tuck@rotorualc.nz

Taupō 

Taupō Waters:  
To photograph or film on Taupō  
waters contact Tuwharetoa Māori  Trust 
Board – www.tuwharetoa.co.nz.  
Email completed applications to  
events@tuwharetoa.co.nz, or post to  
PO Box 87, Turangi 3353.  
Phone 07 376-5086

Anywhere else in Taupō,  
contact Kylie Hawker-Green from 
Enterprise Great Lake Taupō.  
Phone 027 444 3939,  
email kylie@Taupō.biz 

Western BOP

reservebookings@westernbay.govt.nz

Whakatāne/Ōpōtiki

There are seven iwi to connect with in 
the Eastern Bay. Contact Julie Allerby 
at Whakatāne Council to find which one 
to talk to. Email Julie on Julie.Allerby@
Whakatāne.govt.nz



34 Film Bay of Plenty34



35

Regional 
Summary

The Bay of Plenty Region covers  
12,200 sq km of land and extends along 
the eastern coast of the North Island 
from Waihi to East Cape, and down to the 
snowy mountains of the Central Plateau. 

Productions can expect an unparalleled 
lifestyle, diversity in locations, good 
infrastructure and experienced film crews.  

The following section will give you 
key information on Tauranga, Rotorua, 
Western Bay of Plenty, Whakatāne, 
Ōpōtiki, Kawerau and Taupō including:  
film permitting, key locations, travel, 
tourism, accommodation and restaurants. 35
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Rotorua
Lakes

Rotorua, renowned for 
its geothermal activity 
and Māori  culture, is fast 
becoming a top filming 
destination, with feature 
films such as ‘Pete’s 
Dragon’ and ‘Without a 
Paddle’ filmed here. 

Located on the shores of 
Lake Rotorua, the city has 
a great urban centre with 
good infrastructure and 
is conveniently close to 
other major cities, forests, 
lakes, gardens, small 
townships, mountains, 
geothermal activity and 
Māori  cultural activities. 

Many public areas of 
Rotorua can be filmed in 
with prior arrangement.

The name Rotorua comes from Māori.  
The full name for the city and lake is  
Te Rotorua-nui-a-Kahumatamomoe. 

Authority: 
Rotorua Lakes Council

Population: 
72,500

Area: 
2,614.9 km2

Timezone: 
UTC+12 (NZST)

Local Iwi: 
Ngāti Whakaue,  
Te Arawa
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Travel – airport, public transport

Rotorua Airport is located just eight 
kilometres south of the Rotorua CBD with 
a regular bus service running to and from 
the city centre. The airport is approximately 
one hour’s drive from Tauranga, 
Whakatāne and Taupō and only two hour’s 
drive from Hamilton. The airport operates 
direct flights daily to Auckland, Wellington, 
Christchurch and Queenstown.

Rotorua is a 2.5 hour drive, or 45 minute 
flight from Auckland, and a 5.5 hour drive, 
or one hour flight from New Zealand’s 
capital city of Wellington.

Tourism  

www.rotoruanz.com

Accommodation  

www.rotoruanz.com/visit/stay

Restaurants 

www.rotoruanz.com/visit/eat-drink

Waimangu 
Volcanic Valley 



38

Rotorua  
film permitting
Rotorua provides some spectacular 
scenery for filming and many public 
areas of Rotorua can be filmed in by prior 
arrangement. To film in Rotorua please 
complete the form here www.rotoruanz.
com/media/toolkit/filming-in-rotorua 

Filming in the Redwoods/ 
Whakarewarewa Forest 

If you are interested in filming in the 
Redwoods (Tokorangi & Whakarewarewa 
Forests) visit the Redwoods website to find 
out more about the types of permit and 
concessions available.  www.redwoods.
co.nz/permits-concessions 

Drone use

Provided you follow the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) operating rules, Rotorua 
Lakes Council permits people to fly drones 
in a shielded operation over many of 
their parks and reserves  however the 
drones must stay below tree or building 
heights.  www.airshare.co.nz/rules 

It is prohibited to fly drones in specified 
parks located close to registered 
aerodromes without permission. These 
include Kuirau Park, the Rotorua Lakefront 
Reserve, Sulphur Point and Hannah’s Bay 
Reserve. 

For more information on using a drone  
please refer to the Rotorua Lakes Council 
information on ‘Operating a Drone in 
Rotorua’. 

www.rotorualakescouncil.nz/our-city/
Parksandreserves/drone/Documents/
Drone_Flyer_Draft_V6_FA.pdf

Rotorua DOC Office: 

99 Sala Street Rotorua 3010,   
Phone +64 7 349 7400  
Email  rotorua@doc.govt.nz

Popular 
locations
Rotorua is globally recognised for its 
geothermal wonderland, Māori  culture 
and adventure outdoor experiences. It 
is home to 20 lakes; 800 hectares of 
parks, gardens and reserves that are 
free for public use; three major rivers; 
seven geothermal fields with hot pools 
and spectacular steam eruptions; 120 
wetlands; stunning volcanic landscapes 
with local icons Mount Tarawera, Rainbow 
Mountain, Mount Ngongotaha and Mokoia 
Island; forests; and 100,000 hectares of 
farmland.

Redwood Forest

Rotorua is well known for its magnificent 
stand of Californian Coast Redwoods. 
Privately owned by iwi through CNI Iwi 
Holdings Ltd, the forests are managed by 
the Rotorua Lakes Council and Kaingaroa 
Timberlands who work together with iwi, 
Ngāti Whakaue and Tūhourangi Tribal 
Authority. Any recreational activity other 
than walking or biking requires a permit or 
concession.

www.redwoods.co.nz/permits-
concessions 

Any commercial or non-commercial 
organised filming or photography in the 
Tokorangi and Whakarewarewa Forests 
requires a permit under the Recreational 
Use of the Tokorangi and Whakarewarewa 
Forests Policy. This includes activities 
such as event photography or making a 
documentary, movie or advertisement.

See the following PDF on obtaining 
a permit: www.redwoods.
co.nz/wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2017/04/Information-Sheet-
Filming-and-Photography-Activities-in-
the-Tokorangi-....pdf 

Waimangu Volcanic Valley

This is New Zealand’s youngest 
geothermal valley created from the 
Mount Tarawera eruption in 1886. The 
management team are film-friendly and 
encouraging of productions coming to 
take advantage of the spectacular volcanic 
craters, enormous hot water springs, 
beautiful geothermal features, rare and 
unusual plant life, brilliantly coloured micro 
biology and the wide array of birds. 

Rotorua Lakes District

There are 20 lakes within 20 miles of 
Rotorua, though some are small and not 
well known. One of the better filming 
locations is Lake Okataina due to its 
pristine clear water surrounded by native 
bush. Any filming involving any lakes must 
involve consultation with iwi. 

Māori  Culture

Rotorua is the heartland of Māori culture. 
Experience the genuine warmth of 
welcome of the region’s hospitality. 
Discover Māori  history, music, art, 
language and maraes. Lake 

Rotomahana
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Local Culture Tarawera Outlet

The Redwoods

Inferno Crater,  
Waimangu Volcanic Valley 



40 Film Bay of Plenty

Tauranga

Tauranga, New Zealand’s 
fifth largest city, provides one 
of the most beautiful and 
diverse backdrops for filming 
purposes. 

Backed by the Kaimai Range 
and surrounded by golden 
sand beaches, the famous 
iconic extinct volcano 
Mauao, also known as Mount 
Maunganui, welcomes ships 
to the port.

Well-known for its blue skies, 
warm climate and sparkling 
harbour, residents and 
visitors experience a relaxed 
lifestyle here. Mount Main 
Beach, alongside the coastal 
town of Mount Maunganui is 
one of NZ’s top beaches.

This city is also the economic 
hub for the western Bay of 
Plenty. Many national and 
international businesses are 
based here, and the bustling 
Port of Tauranga is New 
Zealand’s largest export port.

Tauranga is the most populous 
city in the Bay of Plenty region of 
the North Island of New Zealand. 
It was settled by Māori late in the 
13th century and by Europeans 
in the early 19th century, and 
was constituted as a city in 1963.

Authority: 
Tauranga City Council

Population: 
141,000

Area: 
168 km2

Timezone: 
UTC+12 (NZST)

Local Iwi: 
Ngāti Ranginui,  
Ngāi Te Rangi,  
Ngāti Pūkenga
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Travel 

Tauranga Airport is located just over the 
Tauranga Harbour Bridge from the main 
city centre. Direct flights are available 
to and from Auckland, Wellington 
Christchurch. 

Driving travel time and distances  
from Tauranga

to Auckland – 200km, 3 hours 
to Rotorua – 63km, 60 minutes 
to Taupō – 150km, 1 hour 50 minutes 
to Wellington – 521km, 6 hours 25 minutes

Tourism

www.bayofplentynz.com

Accommodation

www.bayofplentynz.com/where-to-stay 

Restaurants

www.bayofplentynz.com/where-to-eat 

Mount Main Beach 
and Papamoa Beach 
seen from the top  
of Mount Maunganui
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Popular 
locations
Mauao Historic Reserve

Mauao Historic Reserve - Mauao, an 
extinct volcano at the end of the Mount 
Maunganui township, is an iconic 232m 
mountain that offers spectacular views 
over the Bay of Plenty. 

Mauao is a historic reserve owned by The 
Mauao Trust and managed by Tauranga 
City Council. Prior approval is required for 
filming in the city’s parks and reserves, 
including Mauao. Drones are not allowed to 
be flown on or over Mauao. 

Guidelines for drone usage on Tauranga 
Council parks and reserves can be found 
here: www.tauranga.govt.nz/exploring/
parks-and-reserves/using-our-parks/
flying-drones-or-uavs

McLaren Falls

McLaren Falls Park is 190 hectares of 
parkland set alongside Lake McLaren and 
has one of the best botanical collections 
of trees in the North Island. The park is 
just ten minutes by car from Tauranga. 
Depending on the scale of your project, 
filming at McLaren Falls may require prior 
council approval. 

Tauranga City

A metropolitan city containing street 
art, views of the harbour, and a fantastic 
waterfront. The council is very supportive 
of filming. Please contact the events team: 
eventbookings@tauranga.govt.nz

Tauranga Historic Village

A vintage-inspired shopping complex in 
17th Ave, Tauranga, this features turn-of-
the-century original and replica buildings, 
with cobblestone streets.

Dolphins in 
Tauranga Harbour 

Mount Maunganui at night 
from the slopes of Mauao
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Tauranga  
film permitting
Depending on the scale of your project, 
filming in the Tauranga city’s public open 
spaces may require prior approval. This 
includes filming in parks and reserves, 
including McLaren Falls park, Otumoetai 
Pa, Gate Pa Domain, Hopukiore (Mount 
Drury), Mauao (Mount Maunganui), 
Moturiki (Leisure Island) and other sites 
which may also be significant cultural and 
archeological areas. Please respect the 
significance of these sites and as with all 
other reserves, do not film in areas that 
may damage or endanger wildlife.

Low impact filming

Allow a minimum of one week’s notice  
if your project includes:

• handheld camera/sound equipment

• vehicles associated with the filming 
parked legally at all times

• no trucks/trailers

• no structures

• no filming on roads

• no disruption to the public, businesses 
or residents

Medium to high impact filming

Filming that does not fall in to the above 
low impact filming category requires 
further notice. Please contact the Tauranga 
city events team directly to discuss your 
filming requirements. (www.tauranga.
govt.nz/business/permits-and-licences/
filming-in-public-open-spaces#contact ).  
Filming requiring road closures requires a 
minimum of 4 weeks’ notice.

Four steps to get approval

1. Check if your project takes place  
within Tauranga city boundaries  
www.tauranga.govt.nz/Portals/0/
data/council/elected_members/files/
ward_boundaries.pdf 

2. Fill out the ‘filming in public places’ 
application form  www.tauranga.govt.
nz/Portals/0/data/council/forms/
public_places/filming_public_spaces.
docx 

3. Include a copy of your Public Liability 
Insurance and a risk control plan  
www.tauranga.govt.nz/community/
events/running-an-event/event-
health-and-safety 

4. Email the completed application 
form to council’s city events team 
eventbookings@tauranga.govt.nz 

 
An event facilitator will be in touch if 
any other supporting documentation is 
required. On your behalf, we will liaise 
with the various asset managers within 
council to obtain approval of filming on the 
proposed sites. Following this, an approval 
letter will be issued.

Tauranga DOC Office: 

253 Chadwick Road West,  
Greerton West Tauranga 3112  
Phone +64 7 578 7677  
Email taurangainfo@doc.govt.nz 

Matapihi Rail 
Bridge 

Tauranga Historic Village  
Photo: Phill Palmer



44 Film Bay of Plenty

Western 
Bay of Plenty

The Western Bay of Plenty 
is a beautiful picturesque 
region of New Zealand. 
Lying along the East Coast 
of the North Island, it has 
an abundance of filming 
destinations from the towns 
of Katikati and Te Puke, 
golden beaches, lush forests, 
waterfalls and rivers.

Main contact

Western Bay of Plenty Council  
reservebookings@westernbay.govt.nz 

Tourism

www.bayofplentynz.com 

www.westernbay.govt.nz/ 
community/events

Accommodation

www.bayofplentynz.com/where-to-stay 

Restaurants

www.bayofplentynz.com/where-to-eat
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Kiwifruit 
Orchard
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Western  
Bay of Plenty  
film permitting
 
To film in the Western Bay of Plenty District 
on any council-owned property, reserve, 
park or road, please complete the Council’s 
application form and email it to the events 
team at events@westernbay.govt.nz. 

They will help guide you through their 
permit process. 

Application form: www.westernbay.govt.
nz/rules-regulations-and-licenses/
filming-in-the-district 

The Council Events Team can also be 
contacted on phone +64 7 571 8008

For filming at TECT Terrain Park  
contact the Park Manager – Bill Wheeler, 
email Bill.Wheeler@westernbay.govt.nz 

DOC Office: 253 Chadwick Road  
West  Greerton West Tauranga 3112.  
Phone  +64 7 578 7677  
Email taurangainfo@doc.govt.nz 

Local areas
 
Waihi Beach

A beach side community at the northern 
end of Tauranga Harbour. The main beach, 
approximately 10 kilometres long, has 
views out to Mayor Island.  
www.waihibeachinfo.co.nz 

Katikati

A town located on the Uretara Stream near 
a tidal inlet at northern end of Tauranga 
Harbour. Known for its murals, it is backed 
by the bush-clad Kaimai Range with 
historic kauri mills and bushwalks.   
www.bayofplentynz.com/discover/katikati

Omokoroa

A small township sitting on a peninsula 
that extends into the Tauranga harbour, 
with great views of Matakana Island to 
Tauranga. 

Te Puna 

Located on State Highway 2, between 
Bethlehem and Katikati, and features 
the Te Puna Quarry which has been 
redeveloped by volunteers into a park with 
great harbour views and sculptures.

Maketū

A township on the east coast of the Bay 
of Plenty with the nearby village of Little 
Waihi. The popular Newdicks Beach sits 
at the bottom of a cliff face with surf and 
spectacular views to the surrounding 
islands.

Te Puke

A popular town, known as the ‘Kiwifruit 
Capital of the World’, and surrounded by 
kiwifruit orchards and packhouses. Backed 
by the Kaimai Range it has great access to 
waterfalls, beaches, farmland, forest and 
the Looking Glass Garden.

Newdicks 
Beach

Kauri Point 
Wharf
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Popular 
locations
 
TECT Terrain Park

Currently comprised of 1,650 hectares 
of pine forest and native bush in the 
Western Bay of Plenty, the TECT Terrain 
Park has been transformed into an 
outdoor adventure playground with a very 
accommodating resource consent. 

Permitting is relatively simple and 
enquiries should be directed to the Park 
Manager – Bill Wheeler  
Bill.Wheeler@westernbay.govt.nz 

Kiwifruit and Avocado Orchards

Te Puke, known as the ‘Kiwifruit Capital 
of the World’, and Katikati, known as the 
‘Avocado Capital of New Zealand’, are both 
horticultural hubs for our coastal region.

Maketū

When you visit Maketū you feel as though 
you’re stepping back in time. This small 
and historical coastal town was the landing 
place of the first waka which carried some 
of the first Māori  people from Hawaiki. 
Popular for its scenic views, the estuary, 
and nearby Newdicks Beach, it is a great 
place to film.

McLaren Falls Park

TECT Terrain Park
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Eastern 
Bay of Plenty

The Eastern Bay of Plenty 
has over 50 km of coastline, 
with many stunning beaches 
and large areas of ancient 
native forest.

The Whakatāne District, 
Kawerau District and Ōpotiki 
District make up the Eastern 
Bay of Plenty region.

The region is widely known 
as one of New Zealand’s 
food baskets. The fertile 
Rangitāiki Plains are home to 
intensive dairy farming and 
horticulture (kiwifruit, olives, 
citrus, avocados and a wide 
range of berry fruit all thrive 
here). Sustainable forestry is 
a major industry.

Every year from 2011-
2014, Whakatāne 
recorded New Zealand’s 
highest sunshine hours, 
and in 2015 it came 
second only to Blenheim 
by a mere 29 hours. 
The region is one of the 
warmest in New Zealand, 
with average daily 
maximum temperatures 
from 7–16 C in winter 
to 22–26 C in summer. 
Settled weather often 
extends into May or June, 
opening up tremendous 
filming choices.
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Travel 

Whakatāne Airport and Air Services offer 
three direct daily flights to Whakatāne, to 
and from Auckland with a flight time of  
45 minutes. All other areas in New Zealand 
fly to Rotorua which is only a one-hour 
drive to Whakatāne.

Rental Cars can be made available from 
the Whakatāne Airport office with RaD Car 
Hire Whakatāne. 

Airport Shuttles are available from  
JNP Transport or Round Trip Passenger 
Services.

Operating from the Whakatāne Airport are 
Kahu Helicopters and White Island Flights.

Tourism

www.Whakatāne.com 
www.Whakatāne.govt.nz

Accommodation

www.Whakatāne.com/accommodation

Restaurants 

www.Whakatāne.com/shop-eat/
restaurants

Whaiti-Nui-A-Toi 
Canyon, in the 
Whirinaki Te Pua-a-
Tāne Conservation Park
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Popular 
Locations
Whakatāne District residents share a deep 
love of the outdoors. Cycling, hiking, trail 
running, hunting and water sports are all 
popular.

Whakatāne is well known for its 
game fishing. The town hosts annual 
tournaments that attract competitors 
from around New Zealand and overseas. 
Whakatāne and Ohope boat ramps are 
often abuzz with recreational fishers.

Further inland, swift, clear rivers offer 
great fishing, rafting and kayaking, with 
legendary hunting opportunities in the 
surrounding forests.

Much of Te Urewera is in the Whakatāne 
District, and together with the 
neighbouring Whirinaki Forest, this 
stunning expanse of rainforest forms the 
North Island’s largest native forest area.

Whirinaki Forest 

Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tāne Conservation 
Park is made up of 155km of rare birds, 
native forests, canyons and an abundance 
of trails. It contains one of the world’s last 
prehistoric rainforests. The amazing rimu, 
totara, kahikatea, matai and miro trees 
tower into the sky, some as high as  
215 metres with many over 1000 years old.

Ohope Beach 

Abundant sunshine, golden sand, warm 
waters and safe swimming make Ohope 
Beach the perfect summer destination.  
It has 11 km of an easily walkable white 
sand beach from the Ohiwa Harbour 
entrance all the way to West End.

Lying to the west of Ohope is Otarawairere 
Bay, a hidden wonder of the Whakatāne-
Ohope area. This secluded beach was 
used in The Seekers movie in 1954. 

Industrial area in Kawerau 

Surrounded by pine forest, the economy 
of the small township of Kawerau is largely 
driven by the Tasman Mill which sits on the 
East Coast Main Trunk railway. 

It is also home to the Kawerau Geothermal 
Power Station, a spectacular industrial 
filming backdrop, which provides 
geothermal power to local industry and  
the rest of New Zealand.

Whirinaki River 

Eastern Bay of 
Plenty coastline
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Whakatāne
Population 35,500

The main centre for the Eastern Bay of 
Plenty, Whakatāne is also one of the 
sunniest towns in New Zealand. About 
50km off shore is Whakaari/White Island, 
an active marine volcano.

Located at the mouth of the Whakatāne 
River, Whakatāne is 90 km east of 
Tauranga and 89 km north-east of Rotorua. 
Nearby is Ohope, a 11km white sandy 
surfing beach. Whakatāne is also known for 
Ohiwa harbour, native forests, and fishing. 
Local attractions include the museum, an 
observatory and Māori  historical sites. 

The Ngā Tapuwae o Toi walkway leads to 
pa sites, native forest and seabird colonies. 

 
Kawerau 
Population 7080

Kawerau, at the heart of the Bay of Plenty, 
nestles within the Tarawera valley at the 
foot of the dramatic Putauaki (Mount 
Edgecumbe), a volcano that became 
dormant about 1000 years ago.

Less than an hour east of Rotorua and 
30 minutes south-west of Whakatāne, 
centrally located Kawerau is within easy 
driving reach of lakes, beaches, forests, 
major cities and thermal areas. With the 
Tarawera River right on its doorstep, 
Kawerau is also a popular outdoor and 
adventure playground. 

The town is known for its friendly people 
and strong community spirit. The strength 
of its multicultural background is a proud 
characteristic of Kawerau, as is the richness 
of its Māori  heritage.

Ōpōtiki
Population 8500

Ōpōtiki  is known for its sheer beauty, 
magnificent coastal scenery, beaches, 
fishing, hunting, and an equable climate.

As well as having many places of 
historical and cultural significance, 
Ōpōtiki  is known for its friendly people. 
Hukutaia Domain, south of the town 
centre, has one of the finest collections 
of native plants in New Zealand.

Port Ohope 
Wharf at sunset

Kawerau 
Geothermal 
Power Station
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Taupō

Taupō is home to a diverse 
range of spectacular natural 
resources and panoramic 
views that are second to 
none. Equipped with great 
infrastructure, Taupō region’s 
wild alpine terrain, ancient 
volcanic landscapes and 
crystal-clear lakes and rivers 
make for spectacular filming 
locations. They have already 
provided the backdrop 
for many creative projects 
including international films 
such as Yogi Bear, The 
Hobbit and Lord of Rings.

Great locations around 
Taupō include the Huka 
Falls, Tongariro National 
Park, Aratiatia Rapids, Mount 
Ngauruhoe (‘Mount Doom’) 
and Lake Taupō, the largest 
lake in NZ.

The name Taupō, by which the town 
is commonly known, is the shortened 
version of its Māori name, Taupō-nui-
a-Tia. Literally translated, Taupō-nui-
a-Tia means “The great cloak of Tia”; 
The explorer Tia discovered the lake.

Authority: 
Taupō District Council

Population: 
37,200

Area: 
6,970 km2

Timezone: 
UTC+12 (NZST)

Local Iwi: 
Ngāti Tūwharetoa
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Travel

Taupō is centrally located in the middle of 
the North Island of New Zealand, about a  
3 hour 30 minute drive from Auckland and 
a 4 hour 30 minute drive from Wellington.

Air New Zealand operates daily flights 
between Auckland and Taupō. 

For more information about scheduled 
flights to the Taupō Airport, visit the Air 
New Zealand website.  
 
www.airnewzealand.co.nz 
www.loveTaupō.com/en/plan/ 
getting-here-around  

Tourism

www.loveTaupō.com 
www.Taupōdc.govt.nz

Accommodation

www.loveTaupō.com/en/stay

Restaurants

www.loveTaupō.com/en/taste 

Summit of 
Mount Ruapehu



Popular 
Locations
Taupō is located at the  
outlet of Lake Taupō,  
New Zealand’s largest lake, 
in the northeast part of the 
lake where it discharges to 
the Waikato River. The river 
flows over the spectacular 
Huka Falls, a short distance 
north of the town. 

Taupō is a centre of volcanic 
and geothermal activity. Hot 
springs suitable for bathing 
are located at several places 
in the vicinity. 

The volcanic Mount Tauhara 
lies six kilometres to the east.

Lake Taupō

New Zealand’s largest lake, Lake Taupō 
has distant views to Mount Ruapehu.  
The Taupō township sits on the lake edge 
providing infrastructure to service films  
of substantial size. 

Aratiatia Rapids

The Aratiatia Rapids are an area of New 
Zealand river rapids located downstream 
from the dam for the Aratiatia Power 
Station on the Waikato River. It was used as 
a location in ‘Yogi Bear’ and ‘The Hobbit’.

Whakapapa Skifield

New Zealand’s largest ski-field, 
Whakapapa has outstanding views to 
Mount Ngauruhoe (‘Mount Doom’) and the 
surrounding landscape.  

The Chateau

The historical Chateau Tongariro Hotel 
built in 1929 is impressive with its grand 
architecture and interior. Located in the 
Tongariro National Park at the base of 
Mount Ruapehu and surrounded by a 
9-hole golf course, it offers spectacular 
views of Mount Ngauruhoe. 

Aratiatia Rapids

Lake Taupō
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film permitting
Permitting

Depending on the nature and location 
of your work, you may require permits 
for filming and photography due to the 
natural and cultural significance of these 
resources. Permits can be required from 
several different entities for the same 
location, so it is worthwhile to do your 
research.

The Department of Conservation (DOC)

To film anything for commercial purposes 
on public conservation land, you must 
have a concession from the DOC.  
Taupō DOC  
Office: 37 Motutaiko Street Taupō 3330. 
Phone  +64 7 376 0072  
Email Taupō@doc.govt.nz

Permits for road closures

For filming that may require a road 
closure, the Taupō District Council 
requires a written application at least 
six weeks prior to the activity to satisfy 
legislative requirements. If filming is likely 
to change the normal use of a road then 
the production company is required to 
obtain and submit an approved traffic 
management plan. www.Taupōdc.govt.nz/
community/events/event-safety 

Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems  
(RPAS) or Drones

If you want to operate a drone, there 
are Civil Aviation Authority rules and 
regulations in place that require operators 
to get consent from landowners and 
individuals who they may fly over, as well 
as seeking permission from the local 
aerodromes. www.Taupōairport.co.nz/
information/pilot-info/drones 

Anyone wanting to operate a drone on 
or above Taupō District Council land, 
including reserves, is required to apply for 
a permit. 

www.taupōdc.govt.nz/rules-regulations-
and-licenses/drones   

www.taupōdc.govt.nz/our-services/a-
to-z/Pages/Drones.aspx 

If your filming operates on or near Lake 
Taupō or the Waikato River above the Huka 
Falls you will need to obtain approval from 
Tuwharetoa Māori  Trust Board and/or the 
Harbourmaster. 

For Tuwharetoa Māori  Trust Board  
- email info@tuwharetoa.co.nz or phone  
+64 7 376 5086 - www.tuwharetoa.co.nz/
Taupō-waters-applications 

For Lake Taupō Harbourmaster  
- email harbourmaster@dia.govt.nz or 
phone +64 7 378 7176 - www.dia.govt.nz/
harbourmaster 

Taupō Waters Trust

Anyone wanting to conduct filming or 
photography on Taupō waters will need 
to complete a Filming and Photography 
Application form which will need to 
address certain guidelines as outlined 
by Tuwharetoa Māori  Trust Board. The 
application must be submitted to the 
Tuwharetoa Māori  Trust Board at least  
4 weeks prior to filming.

www.tuwharetoa.co.nz/Taupō-waters-
applications 

Completed applications can be emailed to 
events@tuwharetoa.co.nz, or posted to  
PO Box 87, Turangi 3353. 

Additional filming in Taupō information: 
www.loveTaupō.com/en/media/filming-
in-Taupō

Orakei Korako

Chateau Tongariro Hotel

Mount Ngauruhoe
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The future  
of film in the  
Bay of Plenty
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Waiariki Film 
Studios
Film Bay of Plenty and 
Steambox Collective 
Charitable Trust have 
partnered to realise Waiariki 
Film Studios. 

Based in Rotorua, Waiariki 
Film Studios aspires to be a 
world-renowned indigenous 
film hub that offers an 
authentic cultural experience, 
supports local filmmakers, 
engages the community and 
grows the New Zealand Film 
industry. 

This will be a world class 
facility that will be capable 
of servicing both local 
and international film and 
television projects. 

Alongside the 2300m2 and 
900m2 sound stages, in 
the hub there will also be 
Production Services and 
suppliers, Post Production, 
VFX and AR/VR companies, 
and a workforce training unit. 

A piece of land has been 
identified and Waiariki Film 
Studios is in advanced 
talks with investors and 
key personal for the core 
management team. 

Email anton@filmbayofplenty.com  
for more info

Other studio 
options
Outside of the purpose built 
stages in to be established in 
Rotorua, Film Bay of Plenty 
is in discussion with multiple 
local Kiwifruit Packhouses 
who are vacant from October 
to March and can provide 
a perfect solution for mid 
size productions looking for 
studio space that can shoot 
in this window. 

Please contact Film Bay of Plenty  
for any enquiries.
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Preferred
Suppliers

The next section summarises Film Bay 
of Plentys preferred suppliers list. These 
suppliers are film friendly and provide 
product, services and support to productions 
coming to the Bay of Plenty. 

Supplier Type Pg

Accommodation & Spaces 59
Banking 60
Catering 60
Costume Hire 60
Crew for Production 60
Dining Options 60-61
Equipment 61
Freight 61
Fuel 61
Lifestyle Activities 62
Production 62-63
Traffic Management 63
Talent 63
Travel 63-64
Waste & Recycling 6558
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HOTELS TAURANGA

Armitage Hotel &  
Conference Centre
www.hotelarmitage.co.nz
+64 7 578 9119
Nicolas
gm@hotelarmitage.co.nz

Hotel on Devonport
www.hotelondevonport.net.nz
+64 7 578 2668
Sheryl
sheryl@hotelondevonport.net.nz

Clarence Hotel
www.clarencetauranga co.nz  
+64 7 574 8200   
hotel@clarencetauranga.co.nz

Trinity Wharf
www.trinitywharf.co.nz
+64 7 577 8700
Michelle
michelle.morland@trinitywharf.co.nz

ROTORUA

Jet Park
www.jetparkrotorua.co.nz
+64 7 350 2211
reservations@jetpark.co.nz

Millenium Hotel Rotorua
www.millenniumhotels.com/en/rotorua
+64 7 347 1234
Rotorua 

Novotel Rotorua
www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-1874-novotel-
rotorua-lakeside/index.shtml
+64 7 346 3888 
Jessica
jessica.cotton@accor.com

Regent of Rotorua 
www.regentrotorua.co.nz
+64 7 348 4079 
Christine 
christine@regentrotorua.co.nz

TAUPŌ

Chateau Tongariro Hotel
www.chateau.co.nz
+64 27 319 3299
Ash Palmer
reservations@chateau.co.nz

Millenium Hotel Taupō
www.millenniumhotels.com/en/Taupō
+64 7 378 5110

Wairakei Resort Taupō 
www.wairakei.co.nz 
+64 7 374 9004 

PRIVATE 
HOMES, 
LODGES & 
APARTMENTS

TAURANGA

Beaumont Apartments 
www.beaumontapartments.co.nz 
+64 7 575 0688 Ext 1 
Penny - info@beaumontapartments.co.nz 

Oceanside Resort & Twin Tower
www.oceanside.co.nz
+64 7 575 5371
info@oceanside.co.nz 

The French Country House 
www.thefrenchcountryhouse.co.nz 
+64 7 548 2339 

The Pacific Apartments 
www.thepacificapartments.co.nz
+64 7 929 7474 
Mount Maunganui
stay@thepacificapartments.co.nz  
 
 

ROTORUA

Moose Lodge
www.mooselodge.co.nz
+64 7 362 7823
shirley@mooselodge.co.nz

Okataina Lake Lodge
www.lakeslodge.co.nz
+64 7 362 7849
stay@lakeslodge.co.nz

Treetop Lodge & Estate 
www.treetops.co.nz 
+64 7 333 2066 
Rotorua

TAUPŌ

Kinloch Lodge 
www.kinlochmanor.co.nz 
+64 7 377 8482 
 

KAWERAU

Firmin Lodge 
www.firminlodge.co.nz 
+64 7 323 6300 
Kawerau 
 

NATIONWIDE

Airbnb 
www.airbnb.co.nz 

Amazing Accommodation 
www.amazingaccom.com  
 

Book A Bach 
www.bookabach.co.nz  
 

OFFICE 
FACILITIES

The Kollective 
www.thekollective.org.nz
17th Ave, Tauranga
+64 7 987 0592

Digital Basecamp  
www.reachforthesummit.nz
1132 Hinemoa St, Rotorua
+64 22 568 3046

Kloud Collective 
www.kloud.co.nz
43 Hormatangi St
collective@kloud.co.nz
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Local to BOP 
www.filmbayofplenty.com/directory 
+64 274 376 377 
Bay of Plenty

National Crew 
www.filmcrews.co.nz 
+64 9 632 1032 
Auckland

Crewlist  
www.crewlist.co.nz  
Online App 
New Zealand

FOR 
PRODUCTION 

C
A
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E
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TAURANGA

Lemongrass 
www.lemongrasscatering.co.nz 
+64 7 544 5335  
 

Elmonoloco  
www.elmonoloco.co.nz 
+64 22 642 5903  
Bridget Serafimidis 
elmonoloco.food@gmail.com

Posh Nosh  
www.poshnoshcatering.co.nz  
+64 27 647 3369  
Terri  
terri@poshnoshcatering.co.nz

ROTORUA

The Catering Company  
www.thecateringco.co.nz 
0800 22 83 74 64 
contactme@thecateringco.co.nz

Terrace Kitchen  
www.terrace.kitchen 
+64 27 622 0882 
Jo Romanes 

ON SET  
& ON 
LOCATION

C
O
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Bay Costume Hire
www.baycostumehire.co.nz  
+64 7 574 1672 
Papamoa  
 

Level 13 Theme Rooms  
and Costume Hire 
www.level13.nz 
+64 7 347 8797 
Rotorua  
Jeff and Deb 
info@level13.nz

16th Avenue Theatre
www.16avetheatre.co.nz 
+64 7 544 3221 
Tauranga 
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BANKS ASB
www.asb.co.nz
+64 9 306 3000

ANZ
www.anz.co.nz
+64 4 470 3142

BNZ
www.bnz.co.nz
+64 4 931 8209

Kiwibank
www.kiwibank.co.nz
+64 4 473 1133

Westpac
www.westpac.co.nz
+64 9 912 8000

D
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G
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P
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TAURANGA

Macau 
www.dinemacau.co.nz 
+64 7 5788717

Clarence Bistro 
www.clarencetauranga.co.nz 
+64 7 574 8200 

Harbourside 
www.harboursidetauranga.co.nz 
+64 7 571 0520 

TAUPO 

Vine Eatery
www.vineeatery.co.nz
+64 7 3785704

ROTORUA

Atticus Finch 
www.atticusfinch.co.nz
+64 7 4600400

HIGH END
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Courier Post
www.courierpost.co.nz
+64 9 9770 1202

Fastways Couriers
www.fastway.co.nz
+64 7 541 0100

Mainfreight
www.mainfreight.com
+64 7 574 0950

Mainstream
www.mainstream.co.nz
+64 7 541 1300

The PBT Group
www.pbt.com
+64 7 575 9877

Port of Tauranga
www.port-tauranga.co.nz
+64 7 572 8899

NATIONAL & 
INTERNATIONAL

F
U

E
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BP 
www.bp.com

Gull  
www.gull.nz

Z Station 
www.z.co.nz

Caltex  
www.caltex.co.nz

PETROL 
STATIONS
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Film Lighting Ltd 
www.filmlighting.co.nz 
+64 274 324 686  
Tracy

LIGHTING

CAMERA & 
PRODUCTION

Carters Photographics 
www.cartersphotographics.co.nz 
+64 7 578 9417 
Tauranga

Image Zone 
www.imagezone.co.nz 
+64 272 859 227 
Auckland

Digital Video Technology 
www.dvt.co.nz 
+64 9 525 0788 
Auckland

Kingsize Stills Rental  
& Studio 
kingsize.co.nz 
+64 9 378 1027 
Auckland

Suburbia  
www.suburbia.nz 
+64 27 936 1113 
Papamoa 

Outlet Music  
And Productions 
www.outlet.co.nz 
+64 7 308 9161 
Whakatāne

TAURANGA

Astrolabe
www.astrolabe.co.nz
+64 7 5748155

Fish Face
www.fish-face.co.nz
+64 7 5752782

Nourished Eatery
www.thenourishingbaker.com
+64 2102670131

ROTORUA

Skyline Gondola  
- Stratosfare Restaurant
www.skyline.co.nz
+64 7 3470027

Fat Dog Cafe
www.fatdogcafe.co.nz
+64 7 3477586

TE PUKE

The Daily Cafe
www.thedailycafe.co.nz
+64 7 2828903

TAUPO

Stonehouse Taupo
www.stonehousetaupo.co.nz
+64 7 3788820

MORE 
RELAXED
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FILM DESIGN  
& MANUFACTURING

Design & Manufacturing Studio 
www.wetaworkshop.com  
 

 
EVENT/MARQUEE  HIRE 

Twelve tables 
www.twelvetables.co.nz 
+64 204 126 3756 
Katikati  
 
 

GENERATORS 

Hirepool  
www.hirepool.co.nz 
0800 151 515 
Nationwide 

Tauranga Party Hire 
www.taurangapartyhire.co.nz 
+64 7 577 0440 
 

Western Bay Hire 
www.westernbayhire.co.nz 
+64 7 573 9671 
 

PORTALOOS

Prestige Loos in Bold
Prestige Loos
www.prestigeloos.co.nz/film/
0800 333 382 
info@prestigeloos.co.nz

Hirepool
www.hirepool.co.nz
+64 7 543 0742

Aim Hire
www.aimhire.co.nz
+64 27 548 2507

FACILITIES

Aon 
www.aon.co.nz
+64 7 577 6017

Rothbury 
www.rothbury.co.nz
+64 7 348 2069
todd.mountford@rothbury.co.nz

Crombie Lockwood
www.crombielockwood.co.nz/ 
industries/entertainment
+64 7 579 7600
tauranga@crombielockwood.co.nz 
 
 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

L
IF

E
S
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Y
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E

TAURANGA

Bay Explorer and Kewpie Tours
www.bayexplorer.co.nz
+64 21605968

Brew Bus
www.brewbus.co.nz
+64 27 5832484

Dolphin Seafaris
www.nzdolphin.com
+64 7 5770105

Mount Hotpools
www.mounthotpools.co.nz
+64 7 5778551

Tauranga Art Gallery
www.artgallery.org.nz
+64 7 5787933

Waimarino Adventure Park
www.waimarino.com
+64 7 5764233

The Elms
www.theelms.org.nz
+64 7 5779772

ROTORUA 

Adventure Playground
www.adventureplayground.co.nz
+64 27 408 4322

Multiday Experiences
www.mdanz.com
+64 7 348 4290

Polynesian Spa
www.polynesianspa.co.nz
+64 7 348 1328

Redwoods Treewalk
www.treewalk.co.nz
info@treewalk.co.nz

Te Puia 
www.tepuia.com
+64 7 348 9047

Waimangu Volcanic Valley 
www.waimangu.co.nz
+64 7 366 6137

WBOP

Comvita Experience
www.comvita.co.nz
+64 7 5331987

Kiwifruit Country
www.kiwifruitcountry.com
+64 7 5736340

TAUPO

Huka Jet
www.hukafallsjet.com/nz
+64 7 3748572

Sky Waka Gondola
www.mtruapehu.com › gondola
+64 7 8924000

ACTIVITIES

Stunt Guild NZ
Augie Davis
www.stuntguildnz.com/ 
stunt-professionals/augie-davis
ginger.reef@xtra.co.nz
+64 21799889

Jared Meehan
www.stuntguildnz.com/ 
stunt-professionals/jared-meehan
jaredmeehan@gmail.com
+64 21367339

Peak Safety  
www.peaksafety.co.nz 
+64 7 349 0903 

HEALTH  
& SAFETY
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COMPUTERS 

PB Tech
Lease/Technical support 
www.pbtech.co.nz 
+64 7 281 1351  
Tauranga 

OFFICE FURNITURE 

Vision Office Furniture
www.visionofficefurniture.co.nz 
+64 7 838 0066 
Tauranga 

  OFFICE

EDITING SUITES 
Hikoi Productions 
+64 21 745 426 
Rotorua 
piripi@hikoinz.co.nz 

 POST-
PRODUCTION

TA
L
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TMH Management  
www.tmh.management 
+64 7 281 1376 
Tauranga 
Tanya Horo 
info@tmh.management

MT Models
www.mtmodels.co.nz
bookings@mtmodels.co.nz
Mt Maunganui
Mary Estelle - Agent 
021 733 638

AGENCY 
TALENT

T
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Complete Traffic Services  
NZ Ltd 
www.completetraffic.co.nz 
+64 7 27 811 4456 
Jeff Morris 
jeff@completetraffic.co.nz

Road Safe Traffic Management 
www.roadsafetm.co.nz 
+64 27 696 9047 
Logan Dawson 
logan@roadsafetm.co.nz

Sight Traffic Management 
Systems Ltd 
www.sighttraffic.co.nz 
+64 21 344 123 
Zac Rea 
sight@stms.net.nz

Spraymarks NZ Ltd 
www.spraymarksnz.com 
+64 27 435 0962 
Jesse Brown 
jesse@spraymarksnz.com

Traffic Management NZ 
www.trafficmanagementnz.co.nz 
+64 27 491 9425 
Dan Vercoe 
tauranga@trafficmanagementnz.co.nz

Evolution Traffic Management 
www.evoroadservices.co.nz 
0800 6307200 
Don O’ Sullivan 
don.o’sullivan@evoroadservices.co.nz

Downer Tauranga Traffic 
Management
www.downergroup.com 
+64 7 578 0087 
Tauranga Depot 
tmps@downer.co.nz

Fulton Hogan Ltd 
www.fultonhogan.com
64 7 572 8230 
Paul Tyson 
fhboptm@fultonhogan.com

SAFETY 
MANAGEMENT

T
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Tauranga Airport 
www.airport.tauranga.govt.nz 
+64 7 575 2456 
Tauranga

Rotorua Airport  
www.rotorua-airport.co.nz  
+64 7 345 8800 
Rotorua 

Taupō Airport  
www.taupōairport.co.nz 
+64 7 378 7771 
Taupō

Whakatāne Airport  
www.whakatāne.govt.nz/ 
services/airport 
+64 7 308 8397 
Whakatāne

AIRPORTS
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Stage and Screen
www.stageandscreen.co.nz
+64 9 301 9319

SPECIALIST 
TRAVEL 
SERVICES

TRUCK RENTALS 
www.taurangarentalcar.co.nz 
0800 354528

North Harbour Rentals
www.nhrgroup.co.nz
info@nhrgroup.co.nz  
 

LEASE VEHICLES 

FlexiLease
www.flexilease.co.nz/tauranga-car-lease 
+64 9 913 2670  
 
 

TRANSPORT  

Xquizit Limousines 
www.xquizit.co.nz 
0800 89 LIMO 
Rotorua  
Anne Norton - info@xquizit.co.nz

Town and Country Touring  
www.tctouring.com 
+64 27 381 8433 
Rotorua  
Jane - tctouring@xnet.co.nz
 

Multi Day Experiences 
www.mdanz.com 
+64 7 348 4290 
Rotorua 
Tak - tak@mdanz.com

TRUCKS, 
LEASE, 
MOTORBIKES 
ETC.

Avis Budget group 
www.avisbudgetgroup.com
Nationwide 
Marg  
Margaret.McCauley@abgroup.co.nz
Suzanne Scott 
suzanne.scott@abgroup.co.nz

Europcar
www.europcar.co.nz
Ph +64 7 5742943

Rad Cars 
www.rentalcars.com
Tauranga

Rite Price Rentals 
www.ritepricerentals.co.nz  
Nick or Jess  
enquiries@ritepricerentals.co.nz

Hertz
www.hertz.co.nz/tauranga/car-hire
+64 7 578 9143

Thrifty 
www.thrifty.co.nz
+64 7 572 3836

HELICOPTER HIRE 

 
Aerius Helicopters
www.aerius.co.nz
+64 21 473 847
info@aerius.co.nz
Western Bay of Plenty

Inflite Experiences
www.infliteexperiences.co.nz
+64 7 377 8805
Taupō 

INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 

 
Air New Zealand 
www.airnewzealand.co.nz  
 

 
NATIONAL AIRLINE 

 
Air New Zealand 
www.airnewzealand.co.nz  
 

Air Chatham 
www.airchathams.co.nz 
Whakatāne 
 

EXECUTIVE AIRCRAFT 

 
Sunair Aviation 
www.sunair.co.nz 
+64 7 575 7799

FLIGHT 
& SEA

CAR RENTAL
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Bay of Plenty Regional Council  
Directory 
www.boprc.govt.nz/living-in-the-bay/waste-
and-recycling/ 
 

Tauranga District Council 
Directory  
www.tauranga.govt.nz/living/rubbish-and-
recycling 
 

Rotorua Lakes Council 
Directory 
www.rotorualakescouncil.nz/our-services/
rubbish_and_recycling/services/landfill/Pages/
default.aspx  
 
 

Taupō District Council
Info  
www.Taupōdc.govt.nz/property-and-rates/
rubbish-and-recycling/waste-minimisation 
 

Whakatāne District Council  
Info  
www.Whakatāne.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-
recycling/how-reduce-your-waste 
 

Western Bay District Council 
Info  
www.westernbay.govt.nz/property-rates-and-
building/rubbish-and-recycling
  
 

The Rubbish Trip 
Directory for BOP 
www.therubbishtrip.co.nz/regional-shopping-
guide/zero-waste-in-the-bay-of-plenty 
 

The Eco Spot  
Directory 
www.ecospot.nz/zero-waste-spot 
 

Zero Waste  
Directory 
www.therubbishtrip.co.nz/regional-shopping-
guide/zero-waste-in-eastern-bay-of-plenty-
Ōpōtiki-Whakatāne-and-kawerau-districts 
  
 

WASTE  
AND 
RECYCLING 

Mount Maunganui Basetrack
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Medical  
Care in the  
Bay of Plenty 
In a medical emergency in  
New Zealand dial 111 

First-class medical  
care is widely available in 
New Zealand. Well-equipped 
hospitals with accident & 
emergency departments can 
be found in Tauranga and 
Whakatāne. 

You can call an ambulance 
by dialing 111.

Alternatively phone  
New Zealand’s 24 hour 
‘Healthline’ service on 0800 
611 116 for free advice from 
trained registered nurses.

See page 69 for medical 
contact details.

Time 
differences
New Zealand is one of the 
first places in the world to 
see the sun rise each day 
and is 12 hours ahead of GMT 
(Greenwich Mean Time). 

In summer the whole country 
moves to ‘daylight saving’ 
which means we put our 
clocks forward one hour to 
GMT + 13. This gives us more 
time to enjoy warm summer 
evenings! 

Daylight saving begins on  
the first Sunday in October 
and ends on the third  
Sunday of the following 
March when clocks are put 
back to GMT + 12.

 
Electricity
Electricity is supplied in  
New Zealand at 230/240 
volts (50 hertz) so your 
electrical gear will need a 
three-pin plug or similar 
adapter (same as in Australia 
and Europe). 

Most hotels and motels also 
provide 110 volt AC sockets 
(rated at 20 watts) for electric 
razors only.

News websites:

www.sunlive.co.nz  
www.rotoruanow.co.nz  
www.nzherald.co.nz 
www.stuff.co.nz 

 
Radio:

Bay of Plenty 1107AM / 93.3FM 
Whakatāne 90.5FM / 92.1FM  
Rotorua 747AM / 95.1FM  
Tauranga 90.2FM /100.6FM
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Useful 
Websites

Film Bay of Plenty 
www.filmbayofplenty.com

NZ Film Commission 
www.nzfilm.co.nz

FILM

Accident Compensation Corporation
www.acc.govt.nz

ACCIDENT/ 
INSURANCE

Rotorua Lakes  
www.rotorualakescouncil.nz 
+64 7 351 7684

Taupō  
www.Taupōdc.govt.nz 
+64 7 376 0899

Whakatāne 
www.Whakatāne.govt.nz 
+64 7 306 0500

Western Bay of Plenty  
www.westernbay.govt.nz 
+64 7 571 8008

Tauranga  
www.tauranga.govt.nz 
+64 7 577 7000

Kawerau  
www.kaweraudc.govt.nz 
+64 7 306 9009

Ōpōtiki  
www.odc.govt.nz 
+64 7 315 3030

DISTRICT 
COUNCILS

Complete Traffic Services NZ Ltd
www.completetraffic.co.nz

Downer Tauranga Traffic 
Management 
www.downergroup.com

Evolution Traffic Management
www.evoroadservices.co.nz

Fulton Hogan Ltd
www.fultonhogan.com

Road Safe Traffic Management
www.roadsafetm.co.nz

Sight Traffic Management 
Systems Ltd
www.sighttraffic.co.nz

Spraymarks NZ Ltd
www.spraymarksnz.com

Traffic Management NZ
www.trafficmanagementnz.co.nz

SAFETY 
MANAGEMENT

DEPT OF CONSERVATION (DOC)
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-
for-permits/business-or-activity/filming/

DOC
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Bay of Plenty  
www.bayofplentynz.com 

Taupō  
www.loveTaupō.com

Rotorua Lakes  
www.rotoruanz.com 

TOURISM 
OFFICES

CIVIL DEFENCE  
www.civildefence.govt.nz  
0800 884 880 

FENZ (Fire and Emergency NZ) 
www.fireandemergency.nz 
/fire-seasons-permits/ 
+64 4 496 3600 

If life or property is threatened 
always dial 111 for Police, Fire or 
Ambulance.

SAFETY  
& PERMITS

Tauranga Central Police Station
11 Monmouth St, Tauranga, 
+64 7 577 4879 
 

Mt Maunganui Police Station
Salisbury Ave, Mt Maunganui, 
+64 7 575 3143 
 

Papamoa Community  
Policing Centre
530 Papamoa Beach Rd, Papamoa, 
+64 7 572 2440  

Te Puke
Jellicoe Street Kiosk, Te Puke, 
+64 7 573 0220 
 

Whakatāne Police Station
62-70 Boon St, Whakatāne, 
+64 7 308 5255 
 

Katikati Police Station
78 Main Rd, Katikati, 
+64 7 549 0004 
 

Waihi Beach Police Station
26 Wilson Rd, Waihi Beach, 
+64 7 863 5236 
 

POLICE 
STATIONS

Inland Revenue 
www.ird.govt.nz

TAX

Tauranga Hospital
829 Cameron Rd, Tauranga, 
+64 7 579 8000  
 

Accident and Health Clinic 
(8am – 9pm)
19 Second Ave, Tauranga, 
+64 7 577 0010  
 

CentralMed walk-in clinic 
(Mon-Fri 8am-6pm only)
434 Devonport Rd, 
+64 7 928 8000 

Bayfair Doctors walk-in clinic 
(Mon-Fri 8am-12pm, and Sat 8am-1pm only)
42 Girven Rd, Mt Maunganui, 
+64 7 572 6800  
 

Whakatāne Hospital
Cnr Stewart/Garaway Sts, Whakatāne, 
+64 7 306 0999  
 

Ōpōtiki Community Health Centre
32A King St, Ōpōtiki, 
+64 7 315 8500  
 

Rotorua Hospital
Arawa St, Rotorua 3010 
+64 7 348 1199 
 

Taupō Hospital
38 Kotare St, Hilltop, Taupō 3330 
+64 7 376 1000  
 
Alternatively phone New Zealand’s 24 hour 
‘Healthline’ service on 0800 611 116 for free 
advice from trained registered nurses.

MEDICAL

Bay of Plenty Tourism 
www.bayofplentynz.com 
+64 7 578 8103 

Rotorua Tourism 
www.rotoruanz.com 
+64 7 348 5179 
 

Whakatāne Tourism 
www.Whakatāne.com 
+64 7 306 2030 

Destination Rotorua 
www.rotoruanz.com 
+64 7 351 7100

Great Lake Taupō 
www.loveTaupō.com 
0800 525382 

TOURISM
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There are four distinct 
seasons in the Bay of Plenty.

Spring 
September, October, 
November

May be windy but has mild 
daytime temperatures up to 
24°C, falling to 5°C at night.

Summer 
December, January,  
February

Warm and dry with 
temperatures reaching 
28°C or more. Overnight 
temperatures rarely 
dip below 10°C but 
thunderstorms can 
sometimes occur in the 
evening.

Autumn/ Fall 
March, April, May

Tends to be our wettest 
months but temperatures  
are still mild averaging  
21°C during the day and 
dropping to 4°C at night.

Winter 
June, July, August

The coolest time of year 
to visit, with temperatures 
averaging 15°C during  
the day and falling to 1°C  
or 2°C overnight.

Useful weather & tide websites:

MetService 
www.metservice.com/rural/bay-of-plenty 
www.metservice.com/marine/tides/ 

NIWA 
www.niwa.co.nz 

MetVuw 
www.metvuw.com

Accu Weather 
www.accuweather.com/en/
nz/tauranga/246959/weather-
forecast/246959

Windy 
www.windy.com 

Tides4fishing 
www.tides4fishing.com/nz/ 
bay-of-plenty/tauranga 

Surf Forecast 
www.surf-forecast.com/breaks/ 
Bayof-Plenty/tides/latest 

TidesNearMe 
www.tidesnear.me/ 
tide_stations/4271 

The Bay of Plenty has a well 
known reputation for blue 
skies, mild temperatures  
and light winds, which is all 
due to it’s unique topography. 
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Ka kite  
ano

Anton Steel  
Film Bay of Plenty 

Ph: +64 27 437 6377 
anton@filmbayofplenty.com

www.filmbayofplenty.com


